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Region booms
with billions
worth of new
coal projects

By JIM MULCAIR
Jim ruilcsirBdaiymarnciry. comaau

BILLIONS of dollars in new coal
projects in the Mackay region are a
mijor part of #4 billion in minerals
and energy projects under way
actoss Ausiralia,

The projects are included in a
new repatt from ABARE (Anstra-
lian Bureau of Agricultural and Re-
spurce Economles) Minerals and
energy: Major development pro-
jects — April 2006 Hating.

The section of the report tabling
55.12 billion black coal projects in a
broad Mackay regional sweep are
detailed below,

While the massive scale of the
projects will add to production and
export capacity, report author Dr
Brien Fisher sounds a warning.

Factors such as the scarcity of
skilled labour, increased minarals
amd construction costs hava caused
@EYB for satme: projects, Dr Fisher
sabd.

He sald that with the exeeption-
ally large number of projects in the

advanced stages of construction or
commitment, it was unlikely mate-
rials and construction cost pres.
sures would ease in the shert to me-
dittm term.

Mejor expansion of coal export
facilithes at Mackay's Hay Polnt

- and Dalrymple Bay and Abbot

Point near Bowan, worth billions,
are on the Iist.

Across Australla there are 266
major projects in the advanced
penning and construction stage.

Dr Fisher said the estdmated to.
tal mineral explopation spending in
200506 was the highest since 1947
4, while the total mining spending
in H6-06 was the highest ever.

*“This bodes well for the futues
development in the sector(s),” Dr
Fizher said,

On top of the advanced projects
ABARE listed another 166 less ad-
vanced or feasible works which
MAY 0T ey mot proceed,

“(But) they provide a useful indi-
cation af the nature and extent of
the futire,” Dr Fisher said.
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UNDER WAY: This map details the major mineral and energy projects on the drawing board or

under construction across Queensland,

Source: ABARE.
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