
THREE tugboats have
pulled into Hay Point Coal
Terminal to aid dredging
activities ahead of a major
expansion project.
Dredging at the terminal

began last week after the
staged arrival of tugboats
Black Panther, Kythira and
Acheron.
The dredging is being

undertaken in preparation
for the proposed Hay Point
Coal Terminal Stage 3 Ex-
pansion (HPX3) project,
which will result in the
port’s capacity increasing
from 44 million tonnes per
annum (Mtpa) to about
55 Mtpa.
It is expected that the

project will take five years
to complete and require a
construction workforce of
1000.
A potential further stage

(HPX4) would increase
capacity from 55 Mtpa to
approximately 75 Mtpa.
While the Great Barrier

Reef Marine Park Authority
(GBRMPA) has given the

dredging its tick of appro-
val, the full expansion pro-
ject remains subject to
completion of a detailed
feasibility study by the end
of 2011.
Owner and regulatory

approvals are also required
for the project.
The Hay Point Coal Ter-

minal expansion, if ap-
proved, will involve the
construction of a new third
berth.

The establishment of the
proposed berth three pocket
and apron area will result in
the removal of up to 275,000
cubic metres of dredge
material.
The project will also
involve the replacement of
existing trestle conveyors
and surge bins. Further-
more, overland conveyors
will be constructed to
transfer coal from the stock-
pile to the jetty and a ship
loader will be constructed
on the new third berth.
Members of the commun-
ity will be able to get a
run-down of the major pro-
ject during the week, with
an information display to be
placed at Mackay shopping
centres.
They are invited to drop
in to see a project informa-
tion display and discuss the
planned expansion with
technical team representa-
tives, who will be at Cane-
land Central Shopping
Centre on Thursday, from
3pm to 7pm, and at Mount
Pleasant Shopping Centre
on Friday, from 10am to
2pm.

Coal ships at anchor off Hay Point. The proposed Hay Point Coal Terminal expansion project will result in the port’s capacity increasing from 44 million
tonnes per annum (Mtpa) to about 75 Mtpa. PHOTO: PETER HOLT 060510/065

Opening
move in
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terminal
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❚ The expansion of the Hay
Point Coal Terminal will
almost double its coal
capacity from 44 million
tonnes per annum (Mtpa)
to 75 Mtpa.
❚ The expansion will be
staged over seven years.
Preparations for the
proposed Hay Point Coal
Terminal Stage 3 Expansion
(HPX3) project have begun.
❚ Initial works include
dredging activities,
construction and the
development of a quarry.
Dredging started last week.
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lion would be needed.
“With $1.5 million we will
be able to get lighting to a
level close to hosting a
Monday night NRL home
and away game (1000 Lutz).
“I am very confident we
will be able to source fund-
ing out of the Federal and
State Government,” Mr
Leach said.
“I am confident we can
also raise funds in the com-
munity. The aim is to have
the stadium ready for an
NRL trial game next year.”
Mr Leach said the com-
mittee had been impacted
by extra costs on construc-
tion of the stadium.
“The original plan had
mounds but after a flood
assessment was done those
mounds are now not al-
lowed to be put in and in-
stead we have to provide
seating,” he said.
“The mounds are a cheap
seating option we no longer
have. The Junior Rugby
League administration
building also has to be built
1.7 metres off the ground, as
a result of the flood assess-
ment, which has added an
extra cost.
Mr Leach said the Federal
Government had delivered
on its promise of the
$8.8 million of funding for
the stadium and he was not
blaming it for the shortfall.
Federal Minister for In-
frastructure and Regional
Development Anthony
Albanese said the govern-
ment had worked in good
faith with Mackay and Dis-
trict Rugby League so far
and would continue to do so
to deliver the project.
But LNP candidate Ge-
orge Christensen said it was
ridiculous the funding did
not stretch to cover the
stadium’s lighting.
“It looks like, unfortu-
nately, that the stadium has
suffered as a result of delays
and costs have blown out.”
“Something will need to
be done to ensure that the
stadium has appropriate
seating and lighting.”
He said he would speak
with opposition leader Tony
Abbott to see what a coali-
tion could do.
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