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LOCAL NEWS

The molybdenum deposit,
which is located near Cler-
mont, will be mined by
Zamia Gold Mines.
Queensland Resources

Council chief executive

MACKAY may become an
even bigger jewel in
Queensland’s crown as
silver mining takes off in
our region.
Mines and Energy Minis-
ter Geoff Wilson said silver
would be mined along with
molybdenum, a mineral
used in building aircraft
parts.
Mr Wilson also reiterated
the jump in the amount of
coal mines in the region
that would come online
before 2020.
“There are currently 31
advanced energy projects in
the region: 20 for new mines
and 11 for expansions of
existing mines,” Mr Wilson
said.
“The potential new mines
proposed for the Mackay
area in the next five years
could lead to around 4000
new jobs.”
Sydney’s Enterprise Ener-
gy has announced more
potential coal projects in
the Bowen Basin, south of
Moorvale.
The Tally Ho silver pro-
ject will be located only
45km south-west of Mackay
and Macmin Silver expects
to mine about 733,000
tonnes with 49 grams per
tonne of silver, 0.06 grams
per tonne of gold and 0.83
grams per tonne of zinc.

Michael Roche said this
diversification in mining did
not come as a surprise to
industry observers.
“It demonstrates that the

hidden secret is just how

broad and rich (the Bowen
Basin) really is,” Mr Roche
said.
“Coal dominates the

media coverage but we do
have a diverse mineral

sector.”
Mr Roche also stressed
just what that many mines
would mean, compared to
our current rate of produc-
tion.

“In coal alone, it’s poten-
tially doubling by 2020.
“We need a government
focus on support infrastruc-
ture so this growth can be
fully realised.”

Mining jewel in Qld’s crown
Silver set
to join
projects
By OWEN JACQUES
owen.jacques@dailymercury.com.au

This map of the Bowen Basin, from the Department of Mines and Energy, shows just how many mining projects are on the drawing board for our region – a
doubling of coal production in just over a decade. PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

FORMER Belyando Shire
mayor Peter Freeleagus is
fighting between a rock and
a coalface.
As the newly appointed
community liaison officer
for the Construction, For-

estry, Mining and Energy
Union (CFMEU) he wants
mining giant Aquila to put
the town of Moranbah
ahead of money.
The company’s Isaac

Plains Mine will be less
than 5km from Moranbah,
and will use a dragline
clearly visible from the

town.
Mr Freeleagus wants that

dragline to be kept slightly
away from the town.
“We don’t want the mine

to be stopped – just keep it
as a truck and shovel oper-
ation,” Mr Freeleagus said.
The area that he is refer-

ring to was not intially

intended for dragline use
and he’s appealing for Aqui-
la to go back to the original
plan.
“I understand that people

say, ‘You’re coal miners,
what are you whinging
about?’ but it’s no different
from sending coal through
Mackay.

“It’s called quality of life.
“We’d like to see the
dragline operate across the
Peak Downs Highway.”
According to the Western
Australian company: “Tech-
nical review, financial mo-
delling and investigation of
financing options are cur-
rently in progress.”

Mr Freeleagus said the
reasons Premier Anna Bligh
refused the shale oil mine in
the Whitsundays, paralleled
the situation in Moranbah.
“She talked about liveabil-
ity of communities,” he said.
“Not sacrificing what
makes our regions and
townships great.”

Former mayor fights between a rock and a coalface
By OWEN JACQUES
owen.jacques@dailymercury.com.au


