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Locally owned and operated for 23 yearsLocally owned and operated for 23 years

CALL NOW!
MACKAY 4967 3555

MT PLEASANT 4942 1444
BUSINESS TRAVEL 4967 1600

Canada&Alaska

FLYFREE in2010*

A trip to Canada and Alaska is the journey of a life time, where stunning
landscapes combine with rich cultural history to create a holiday destination

unlike any other. We invite you to come along to one of our Free Film
Information sessions where you can be the first to hear about the amazing

early bird deals and our personally escorted departure for 2010.

FILMPRESENTATIONFILMPRESENTATION

CALL NOW!

FREE INFORMATION SESSIONS

South’s Leagues
Club, Milton Street - Tuesday,

4th August 2009

Presentations star
t at 2:30pm and 6:30pm

RSVP Essential - p
lease call 4967 35

55 to register

“Want to work in the travel industry?
We are looking for new staff to join our dynamic team.

Drop in your resume today”
Working in the travel industry you can rest assured each day is always different.
As a travel consultant you are given the opportunity to travel around Australia
& the world, share your experiences and create others dreams while being

rewarded with excellent salaries and incentives.

SueWright
Manager/
Co Owner

*Conditions Apply

LOCAL NEWS

THE Bowen Basin resources
industry is powering ahead as
coal giants post record quarter-
ly figures and Oaky No.1 un-
derground mine gets set to
reopen in August.
Macarthur Coal made record
coal sales of 1.48 million tonnes
in the June quarter.
Supporting this milestone is
the monthly sales record of
0.76 million tonnes achieved in
April, which included the com-
pany’s largest single shipment
of Coppabella PCI (a grade of
coal).
A spokesperson for Macar-
thur Coal said it had restarted
idle excavators at both Coppa-
bella and Moorvale mines.
At Moorvale, about 22 former
Macarthur workers have been
rehired on temporary contracts;
about the same number have
been put on at Coppabella by
contractor Leighton Holdings.
“Macarthur is observing an
improvement in shipping re-
quests from its traditional cus-

tomers seeking coal for delivery
in the second half of the calen-
dar year,” the spokesperson
said. “European demand has
begun to return to a market
already buoyed by demand from
China.”
Macarthur also announced a

three-year operating contract
has been signed with Sedgman
for the coal handling and prep-
aration plants at Coppabella
and Moorvale mines.
As a result of the Dalrymple

Bay Coal Terminal (DBCT)
expansion, Macarthur has in-
creased its contracted port
capacity and commenced its rail
contract with Pacific National.
Macarthur Coal said it ex-

pected the queue of ships at
DBCT to grow over the next few
weeks and waiting time to
reach between 15 and 25 days,
which would increase demur-
rage costs in the second quar-
ter.
BHP and BMA operations

exceeded expectations with just
over 5 million tonnes of coking
coal shipped, 1,796,000 tonnes of
weak coking coal shipped and

461,000 tonnes of thermal coal
shipped in the June quarter.
Goonyella mine had the best
quarter, producing 1,725,000
tonnes.
US coal giant Peabody has
ramped up production at its
Millennium coking coal mine,
restoring the jobs of about 40
contractors as it seeks to feed
growing Chinese demand.
Aquila has also experienced a
strong renewed interest in coal
demand with all coal to be pro-
duced at Isaac Plains Mine this
year now sold.
Xstrata will restart longwall
operations at its Oaky No.1
underground coking coal mine
next month in response to in-
creased spot market sales to
China.
In December, the Swiss miner
announced it would close Oaky
No.1 because of the massive
slump in coking coal demand.
“We expect to restart long-
wall operations from August
this year and will mine to the
end of the year. Then we will
check market conditions,” a
spokesman said.

The resources industry is powering ahead as coal giants post record quarterly results and Oaky No.1
underground mine reopens. Macarthur Coal sold 1.48 million tonnes in the June quarter.
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Good sales fuel
more coal jobs
By BIANCA CLARE
bianca.clare@dailymercury.com.au

THE Federal Government is staying
silent on reports it’s considering
doubling the amount of compensa-
tion available to the coal industry
under its proposed Carbon Pollution
Reduction Scheme (CPRS) to $1.5 bil-
lion.
It was reported in The Australian
newspaper yesterday that the Rudd
Government was looking at offering
$1.5 billion to big carbon emitters
such as coal mines to protect jobs
under threat from the CPRS.
Mining companies believe that the
coal industry would have to spend
billions of dollars or reduce produc-
tion and cut jobs under the CPRS,
which is aimed at reducing green-
house emissions by forcing compa-
nies that breach “caps” to buy car-
bon credits.
Greg Combet, the minister
charged with negotiating with the
coal industry, says his office won’t
talk about speculation.
The Prime Minister and his senior
ministers were heading for South
Australia last night for a Cabinet
meeting and were expected to talk
about CPRS.

In just over two weeks the Senate
will vote on the CPRS and the Go-
vernment is still sorting out the fine
print.
Mr Rudd told the Daily Mercury
last week discussions were continu-
ing with all levels of industry.
“That’s been the case for a long
period of time but there is every
confidence on our part we will fine-
tune to the extent that’s necessary
to get a good outcome for economy
and for the environment; but the
architecture of the legislation is in
the parliament, it remains, what we
are talking about is fine-tuning
around edges,” he said.
Australian Coal Association exec-
utive director Ralph Hillman said
coal has been unfairly treated in the
CPRS.
“Under the CPRS the industry has
been offered just $750m or less than
five per cent of its direct CPRS costs
to help it overcome the inevitable
loss of competitiveness,” he said.
“Other industries, such as LNG,
aluminium and cement have been
offered over 60 to 90 per cent rebate
on their CPRS costs.”

Silence on compensation


